Wirick, Holiday

From: Wirick, Holiday

Sent: Thursday, January 9, 2020 1143 AM

Yo Wax, Peter N,

Subject: Biological Opinion

Attachments: Final NMFS BO_ldaho Toxics_2014 May 7.pdf

Hi Pete, as a follow-up from the call yesterday, attached is the Biological Opinion from the National Marine Fisheries
Service on the ESA consultation for water quality toxics standards for idaho.

As Erica mentioned, NMFS concluded that EPA’s chronic WQC for mercury {0.012 ug/L) would not protect aguatic life -
and may even jeopardize some of the species - and recommends that Idaho move away from the organic numberto a
methyl mercury number.

The section on mercury and methyimercury is on p. 144-162.
Thanks. Talk with yazj soan.

Holly Wirick

Water Quality Section
U.S. EPA ~Region 8
15395 Wynkoop Street
Denver, CO BO202
{303)312-6238
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